
 

EU Climate Diplomacy Week: 
Canberra premiere of “Guardians of the Earth” 

12 June 2018 

Summary 
On the 12th June 2018, The EU Delegation to Australia and CCI joint-hosted an event that screened the 
documentary film, Guardians of the Earth. This event was a part of the EU Climate Diplomacy Week – a series 
of events held annually by the EU Delegation to Australia. Prof Mark Howden (Director, CCI) moderated the 
event. There were three opening addresses, by H.E. Dr Michael Pulch (Ambassador of the European Union to 
Australia), Shane Rattenbury (ACT Minister for Climate, Environment, Energy) and H.E. Michał Kołodziejski 
(Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Poland). The film was screened and followed by a panel discussion. The 
panel members included the filmmaker, Filip Malinowski (Director, Guardiasn of the Earth), Ian Fry 
(Ambassador for Climate Change and Environment for the Government of Tuvalu) and Dr Ursula Fuentes 
Hultfilter (Senior Climate Policy Adviser with Climate Analytics Australia). A Q&A session with the audience 
followed the panel discussion with H.E. Dr Bernhard Zimburg (Ambassador of Austria) closing the event. 
Refreshments were provided afterwards, catered by Canberra Magic Kitchen (all vegan and locally grown 
produce). 

Methodology  

An online questionnaire sent out via email to all those who registered for the event. The event was sold out 
(free) on Eventbrite where 500 tickets were issued with a short waiting list of around 10 people. One hundred 
and seventy-eight people were counted after the screening of the movie; of these, 73 participants (41%) filled 
in the online evaluation form.  

For more information regarding the online evaluation data, 333 invitations were sent to registered emails for 
the event. One hundred and sixty-eight people (50.5%) opened the email and 85 (25.5%) people clicked the 
link to be taken to the Survey Monkey website. Two people opted out of receiving these emails in the future. 
Seventy-three people began the survey, all of which completed it, i.e. went through survey and hit submit at 
the end. 

Star Rating 
The survey form began with a chance for respondents to give the event a star rating out of a possible 5 stars. 
This question was also available on the email and acted as a link to the rest of the survey online. The event 
was given a weighted average of 4.52 stars overall. The breakdown of star ratings per number of stars is 
shown in the graph below. A five star rating was chosen 44 (66%) times, four stars 16 (24%) times, three star 
5 (7%) times and two stars 2 (3%) times. 



 
Based on 92% response rate 

Satisfaction Ratings by category 
Participants were asked how satisfied they were with particular aspects of the event. They were given a 
choice between Very Satisfied, Satisfied, Neutral, Dissatisfied and Very Dissatisfied. Each ranking was given 
a weighting of 5 (very satisfied) to 1 (very dissatisfied) and the weighted averages for each category was: 
Speakers/panel – 4.33, Topic/Content – 4.68, Clarity of information – 4.49, Discussion/Q&A session – 4.00, 
Timing of event – 4.38, Venue – 4.48 and Organisation and Administration – 4.55. Below are two graphs, one 
showing the weighted averages and the other the counts of each rating within each category. Respondents 
were also given the opportunity to comment on their ratings. Some of these are listed below as well as a 
word cloud representing the most used terms. 

Comments left by respondents: 

“The film was extremely well done and representative of the negotiations process; great to show so clearly to 
everyone how the process works. And it was terrific to meet the filmmaker.” 

“A lot of the answers during the panel discussion were very long-winded, would have been nice to have more 
questions answered with shorter responses.” 

“The movie quality was excellent. The content and the perspectives around the Paris Agreement were frustrating and 
shows a lack of real leadership in the area of man made climate change.” 

“A slightly longer time for Q&A would have been great but I understand it was a long event and it’s important to keep 
to time.” 

“The organisation and administration were excellent but I was looking for info about parking which I didn't find and 
had to look elsewhere.” 

“The QandA was really well run and with a great panel. My only issue is with the fact it was immediately after the 
movie so everyone was a little hungry and tired, and it left less time for questions. Timing wise, I personally would 
prefer more like 6pm to give a bit more time for those working over in Barton as opposed to Civic.” 

“The film was very impressive and insightful” 

“I thought the film was first rate, the speakers were all worthy of their appearance, and the evening well worth 
attending.” 

“Film was excellent insight into Paris Agreement negotiations” 

"It’s very interesting event. Especially the film." 

"Great film and speakers" 

"Very interesting. I loved the film." 
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"Film was excellent, panel discussion afterwards was good." 

"Event was a bit long, given the length of the film." 

 
Based on 99-100% response rate 
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Sector 
Participants were asked what sector they best represent at the event. Respondents mostly identified as 
Community members (30%) closely followed by Government workers as the second largest group (25%). 
There were many respondents from the Academic or Research field (15%) as well as Students (14%). Others 
were from Business (9%), NGO (3%) and Other (4% - identified themselves as retired) 
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Number of CCI Events attended 
For some respondents (17%) this was their first ANU Climate Change institute event while majority had 
attended previous CCI events. 

 
Based on 99% response rate 

Impact of event on respondents 
When asked if they would discuss what they learned from the event with others, a vast majority of 
respondents (97%) said yes. Participants were then asked if they would do anything differently as a result of 
attending the event and 72% of respondents said yes. They were asked why they felt this way and some of 
their comments and a word cloud from these are included below: 

Comments left by respondents: 

I felt the urgency of the need for change and will work on driving less. Electric car looks a good option too. 

I feel more inspired and enthused. It can be hard to keep the momentum around the people who don't much care. 

Going to change my super fund, and look at changing my bank. Also will try and reduce the amount of plastic I use, to 
try and do my bit to help limit climate change. 

More climate conscious lifestyle 

Encourage colleagues and other professionals to attend these events 

Really think about what I can do to contribute to a better world/environment 

Increase my activities to get policies in place that are based on science 

Reaffirms the critical nature of recruiting everyone to act. It helps stops the despair & fatigue 

Renewed confidence in power of actions 

Share info and let people around me to aware of environment and climate change. Start from ourselves and our 
community to care about environment, “Small group can change the world” 

Be more active and spread the knowledge  

This is my first 
CCI event
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Best Features 
Attendees enjoyed many different aspects of the event; their comments along with a word cloud are 
presented below. 

Some specific comments were: 

“The introduction with people who had been involved in the talks” 

“The film and the wonderful plant-based spread afterward that revived me and was such a perfect match for a climate 
change event.” 

“Having the director there was awesome! The movie was so fantastic, loved that Ian Fry was able to talk about his 
experience actually being there” 

“The movie, the talk by Shane Rattenbury and the panel discussion with Filip and the Tuvalu negotiator in particular.” 

“The content of the film. It could have been boring in parts but ended up not being that way at all. An excellent insight 
into a daunting process. Also very much appreciated the presence of the ambassadors” 

“It is great to see the EU and ANU committed to action on climate change” 

“The film; the content and seeing that solutions are starting to happen; the vegan repast at the end!” 

“Insight into Paris Agreement negotiating process” 

“The film, Q&A, introductory speakers, closing speaker, all were good.” 

“The film - and the introductory speeches were both informative and short. Particularly impressed by Shane 
Rattenbury (the ACT minister) - ACT are doing what our federal Govt should do: coherent focused effective policy to 
address climate change.” 

“The movie was very powerful” 

“The film and panel discussion” 

“The documentary + documentarist. Vegan snacks!” 



 
  



Improvements 
Attendees provided areas where they thought improvements could be made; their comments along with a 
word cloud are presented below. 

See some comments below: 

“The speakers were hard to see with the lights turned off them and the table seating tends to hide the speakers a bit.” 

“More food (but loved that it was all vegan!! Was super yummy!)” 

“Start at 6pm and start on time” 

“A little more specifics on what's happened since Paris, a la Caroline Lambert's presentation at the afternoon "media" 
event.” 

“Could be shorter” 

“Fewer local politician and more from the national level answering the hard questions” 

“A bit more time for Q&A and allow shorter responses.” 

“Having the event in the evening and over dinner time, I would have provided snacks at the start or during the event 
(possible a brief intermission)” 

“More rousing to take action” 

“Better audio” 

“Slightly longer Q&A but that’s ok” 

“In the event information a map of the location with nearby parking information would be useful.” 

“The discussion session should has more time” 

“Possibly give people more ways to take the event further once it is over.” 

“Probably a bit better sound for the speakers.” 

 

Suggested Topics 
Respondents had the following requests for future topics or speakers: 

“More film events would be great! And any chance of a hands-on workshop where we could share our ideas?” 

“More of Ian Fry!” 

“Global progress on introducing a levy on fossil fuels.” 

“How big finance can divest from fossil fuels; explaining and showcasing new renewable technologies” 



“Ministers/politicians who can influence government decisions, powerful lobbyists of opposing sides who will engage 
with the audience, similar to ABC’s Q and A” 

“Andrew Glikson, Clive Hamilton etc” 

“Biofuels, CSIRO history with climate change science, shipping, regenerative agriculture” 

“Geoengineering would be interesting” 

“Low/ Zero emission trasport in the ACT”  

“Future of group electricity storage in conjunction with sustainable wind and solar generation” 

“Perhaps a business owner explaining how they are adapting to climate change? Or maybe an Indigenous perspective 
on climate change?” 

“Electric transport” 

“More events as updates on global impacts. Eg global water issues, food security, litigation against recalcitrant 
agents/ governments & any Success” 

“The politics of climate change in Australia. There have been some terrific science sessions, it would be good to hear 
why Australia goes to a UN meeting and says shameful things.” 

“Naomi Klein.”  

“Topic: Perhaps something on the potential for the Hydrogen Economy, benefits / downsides (Victorian & SA 
Hydrogen projects)” 

“The impact of population that is never considered in these discussions.” 

“A focus on the Pacific; and forthcoming COP in Poland.”  

“Richard Dennis or Ben Oquist” 

 

Additional comments 
A few respondents left additional comments, most of which were saying thanks for the great event: 

“Thank you for an extremely well run and interesting event.” 

“Thanks guys, this was awesome!” 

“Thanks!” 

“Keep doing what you are doing -- it is marvellous and helps keep the rest of us inspired to keep going in this 
relentless task !!” 

“Keep up the great work.” 

“Excellent cooperation between the ANU and Canberra's diplomatic sector” 



“Keep up the good work!” 

“we are very impressed with CCI and what it is doing” 

“CCI events are always very well organised, informative and sufficiently different from past events. I always enjoy 
attending, I wish a broader audience would too.” 

“Great work! Thanks.” 

“Thank you” 

“Keep up the good work!” 

“Thank you for hosting an excellent event.” 

“The catering was really really good, great to see and taste good vegan food. Would have better to have ceramic 
mugs than disposable cups.”  

“This film was most worthwhile. I'm glad to here that there may be potential to screen this to other audiences. 
Anything we can do to promote discussion and action is worthwhile.” 

“Thank you. I was exhausted but stayed to the end because it was brilliant!” 

“Thank you.  A wonderful event.  Well done!” 

“Introduction of vegan snacks laudable, hope this sets the standard for future events. Small things matter!” 

 
  



The ANU Climate Change Institute (CCI) is seeking your feedback on this event. 

We’d like to learn from you so that we can improve the value of future events for 

attendees. 

By voluntarily completing this evaluation, you provide your informed consent to participate: I have 

read and understood the Information Sheet you have given me about the research project, and I 

have had any questions and concerns about the project addressed to my satisfaction. 

Please complete the questions below and select submit when done. 
Thank you for participating in today’s event, and for taking the time to complete this evaluation. We 

really appreciate you sharing your perspectives with us. If you have any questions about this or 

future events, please email climate@anu.edu.au

1. How would you rate this event? 

 
 

2. How satisfied were you with each of the following: 
 

Very satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied 

Quality of Topic/Content                                                                                                                                                             

 
Discussion/Q&A session                                                                                                                                                             

Venue                                                                                                                                                                          

 
Please comment about your ratings. 

 

3. What sector are you from? (Please tick the sector which best represents you at this event.) 

   Government 

   Business 

   Academia / research 

   Student 

   NGO 

   Community 

   Other (please specify) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:climate@anu.edu.au


 

4. Approximately how many CCI events have you attended prior to this one? 

   This is my first CCI event 

   2-5 

   6-10 

   10-20 

   >20 

5. What were the best features of the event? 

 

6. In what ways could this event be improved? 

 
 

7. Will you discuss what you’ve learnt from the event with others? 

   Yes 

   No 

   Maybe 

8. Will you do anything differently as a result of attending this event? 

   Yes 

   No 

If yes, why? 

 

9. Do you have any suggestions for topics, themes, or speakers you would like included in 

future ANU Climate Change Institute events? 

 
10. Please provide any additional comments here. 
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