
 

IPCC special report on Global Warming of 1.5°C:  
Deciphering the implications for emission-reduction and climate 

adaptation 
9 October 2018, 6-7:30pm 

Summary 

On Tuesday evening of the 9th October 2018, the CCI hosted an event where its Director, Prof Mark Howden, 

provided an update to the latest IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C. Ms Jo Evans, Deputy 

Secretary responsible for Climate Change and Energy Innovation at the Department of Environment and 

Energy, moderated the event. Following Mark’s presentation, there was time for a Q&A session with the 

audience. 

Methodology  

An online questionnaire sent out via email to all those who registered for the event. The event had 369 tickets 

sold out of the allocated 400. Two hundred and sixty individuals attended the lecture and 127 (49%) of these 

completed the online survey that was sent to them via email (copy at the end of this report).  

Star Rating 

The survey form began with a chance for respondents to give the event a star rating out of a possible 5 stars. 

This question was also available on the email and acted as a link to the rest of the survey online. The event 

was given a weighted average of 4.71 stars overall. The breakdown of star ratings per number of stars is 

shown in the graph below. A five star rating was chosen 90 (76%) times, four stars 27 (23%) times, three stars 

2 (1%) times, two and one star ratings were not selected. 
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Satisfaction Ratings by category 

Participants were asked how satisfied they were with particular aspects of the event. They were given a choice 

between Very Satisfied, Satisfied, Neutral, Dissatisfied and Very Dissatisfied. Each ranking was given a 

weighting of 5 (very satisfied) to 1 (very dissatisfied). Below are two graphs, one showing the weighted 

averages and the other the counts of each rating within each category. Respondents were also given the 

opportunity to comment on their ratings. These are listed below. 

Comments left by respondents: 

Excellent event - 5 stars plus! MH gave a brilliant, clear and authoritative overview of the findings and issues. Jo Evans 

also gave a very helpful introduction. Establishing rules before Q&A was an excellent idea as well. Very difficult to hear 

questions from the audience, however! 

Dr Howden is the rock star of climate change. 

A very timely event and authoritative speaker. 

Timely report on IPCC report... Well-presented and informative in a number of ways. 

I greatly appreciated that the seminar was held, as the report under discussion is of great significance. 

Excellent all round.  

Excellent, succinct and expert presentation from Mark, well supported with very professional Q&A facilitation from Jo.   

Very good presentation on a subject with daunting possibilities- well done 

It was one of the best I've been to. 

I thought the presentation of the session was excellent.  The introduction gave us a clear sense of how the report was 

compiled, reviewed and produced, and I thought Mark Howden's presentation was quite remarkable for the clarity, 

concision and balance with which it gave us the essence of an enormous volume of information - all the more 

remarkable given the time pressure under which it was produced.  I very much wish this presentation could have been 

broadcast on the ABC and/or other public media. 

Great balance in presenting very technical information for a public event 

Great talk, and on a topic hot off the press! 

Mark Howden was a superb presenter of complex information, distilling a recent report into 45 minute long presentation, 

followed by a comprehensive Q&A session. Jo Evans introduced the background to the report very effectively, and 

ensured the Q&A session ran smoothly.  

Well planned, well presented. 

Focussing on a single speaker allowed better exploration of topic than previous events where you have had a speaker 

plus 4 person panel to comment, expand.  Good topic, good speaker, discussion session well chaired 

The presentation was excellent - concise and precise. I left with a very clear understanding of the gravity of our 

‘situation’! 

Excellent and very timely. Motivating 

This was a truly great event - privileged to be there. 

This was an eminent event with a very engaging talk by Mark Howden, which clearly explained main points from the 

new report while also touching on personal reflections.  

Outstanding presenter and highly professional facilitation. Cannot think of how to improve. Ideally pitched.  

It was a really enjoyable and informative event. 

Bigger venue required as it was a popular event! Mark was a fantastic, clear communicator, which is a refreshing 

change. Thank you! 

Amplification was ok for once, which is great. 

All good, acoustics for the questions could be improved 

I found the discussion/Q&A quite long and not as relevant as the presentation. It’s hard to get questions that are 

relevant to the whole audience, and I got more out of listening to the presenter. 

The speaker was excellent - and he was very well informed. But his slides, whilst interesting and informative, were in 

some cases above comprehension for the audience. I have a PhD in chemistry but did not immediately understand (for 

example) all of the bar graphs re possible effect of temp change. A simpler explanation would be helpful. But can only 

compliment Mark Howden! 

Venue got quite hot. Excellent, succinct speaking on IPCC report  



The event was really good. It was very hot and stuffy room though, which made it harder to concentrate. 

The venue was too small for such a significant event.  You did the best you could under those conditions. 

I'm glad the venue was moved to a larger theatre to accommodate more people. It still seemed very packed and 

something even larger might have been appropriate. I do realize other constraints of availability and short notice. 

Venue was very hot! Otherwise excellent. The speaker was completely on top of his subject and the facilitator laid down 

clear ground rules that avoided the speechmaking that has occurred at other events. This kept the discussion focussed 

and flowing freely  

The event was very worthwhile, but I couldn't find a seat, and several others were in the same boat. 

The last minute change in venue was a bit inconvenient. Apart from that, everything was well organised and well 

played.  

Please improve sound system!  

Choose a venue that has air-conditioning, I felt like I was in a sauna which made it difficult to concentration towards the 

end of the lecture.   

Could not hear the questions well 

Function afterwards would have been nice.  

 
Based on 99% of respondents answered this question 
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Based on 99% of respondents answered this question 

Sector 

Participants were asked what sector they best represent at the event. Respondents mostly identified 

themselves as Government sector (23%) followed by members of the Community (19%), individuals in 

academia or research (18%) and Students (17%). Some respondents were from the Business sector (11%), 

NGOs (6%) and those who identified as none of these groups (6%). This group were mostly retired individuals. 
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Number of CCI Events attended 

For almost a quarter of respondents (21%) this was their first ANU Climate Change institute event while the 

rest had attended previous CCI events. 

 
Based on 98% of respondents answered this question  
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Impact of event on respondents 

When asked if they would discuss what they learned from the event with others, a vast majority of respondents 

(94%) said yes. Participants were then asked if they would do anything differently as a result of attending the 

event and 68% of respondents said yes. They were asked why they felt this way and their comments are 

included below: 

Comments left by respondents: 

We have installed solar panels, a heat pump and recently installed a battery and we have a hybrid car 

Look more closely at reducing power consumption and the need to drive anywhere 

Events like this give me greater hope that my own efforts are worthwhile and can make a difference, so I was inspired 

to ramp these up... 

Explain climate change to others using different language 

Use some of the information provided to upgrade teaching of climate change in the science curriculum 

Not different, perhaps with more urgency 

I will seriously consider my actions, the artwork I am making in this context and how I can help to inform others of the 

risks of climate change 

Use the information to advocate for climate action 

I already accept the need for strong action to mitigate the effects of dangerous climate change. 

The answer to climate change rests globally, and should start with the big emitters; I don't believe in pointless feel good 

gestures 

As a student, the event broadens my insight and I have a deep understanding on the climate change. 

Although currently studying my master of climate change at ANU and working at a climate focussed NFP, the event 

gave me a renewed sense of urgency of the state of the climate. Will consider social enterprises addressing negative 

emissions for partnerships 

Make more climate aware choices 

I intend to take up climate change policy course next semester. Used to be on the fence prior to this. But now I intend to 

join this battle 

Less meat 

Buy an electric car or a hybrid if an affordable electric car is not available. Also buy a bike. Try to use public transport 

more often. 

It’s a top-down, not a bottom-up problem. 

Will be more active in promoting climate action 

Continually on the lookout for more energy efficient less carbon emission techniques. I have just reviewed operation 

against Drawdown solutions (subject of earlier talk) and we have adopted nine of the 100 solutions proposed- and 

looking for more in our carbon negative operation 

I will advocate more strongly amongst personal networks; I will implement concrete steps to address my personal 

contribution to greenhouse; and I will advocate amongst our political 'leaders' for real action on climate change. 

Aim to read and better understand the new low carbon technologies & carbon removal techniques referred to in the 

presentation 

Report to the international council of women about the urgency of actions needed. Write to government ministers. 

Reassess lifestyle choices to minimise energy use. 

Dietary changes 

I will read through some of the report and use it for research work 

I am now fully aware about the effects of climate changes 

Be more involved in community debate on subject 

I will be even more politically active on climate action. 

Discuss with others how we can all contribute to emission reductions, even with poor government support 

Continue to make people aware of the dire situation, share IPCC and CC information on social media. 

This will reinforce my commitment in my own field of work (architecture) to try to be a better climate citizen! 

Every year, every decision counts 



Some of the messages will appear in my next article. 

Double down on efforts to reduce emissions 

Encourage more colleagues to attend CCI events. 

Already doing things to conserve energy 

Continue to expand my understanding of the climate change issues to improve my dialogue with naysayers. 

Every choice matters - transport, consumption, political, professional, investment. 

Share my experience; increase my personal efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

I will be more active on climate change 

Read the report. 

Key messages and presentation approach were exemplary and worth adopting in my own discipline. 

Get more engaged in the public discussion on climate change 

I work within climate change but it is always great to get a new boost of knowledge. I will try and take into consideration 

the IPCC paper in my future work. 

Be more active imitating pertinent conversations in everyday life (I’m just a retiree).  And endeavour to be more 

assiduous in living a sustainable life re my own contributions to greenhouse emissions -including what I eat 😊 

Will strive to get as much knowledge on CC issues from the IPCC report and be able to follow how governments 

especially mine back in Malawi will respond to the policy informing reports. 

 
Based on 97% of respondents answered this question 
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Based on 88% of respondents answered this question  
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Best Features 

Attendees enjoyed many different aspects of the event, in particular was Mark’s presentation and Jo’s 

facilitation of the event. Their comments are below: 

Some specific comments were: 

Speaker information and Q&A 

Mark Howden's presentation 

Clarity and presentation 

The interesting questions from the audience 

Marks ability to condense down 

Quality of the presentation 

The timeliness, authoritativeness and clarity of the presentation  

Simplicity 

Mark Howden's presentation was excellent 

The content of the presentation and the follow up. 

Lots of technical details presented in plain English 

The timing and organisation 

Clarity of presentation, succinct introduction, and to the point discussion 

The speaker and facilitator 

The timeliness, given release of the IPCC report. 

Clear, enough detail to fill the hour, ample time for questions 

Comprehensive rundown of the findings of the IPCC 1.5C report. 

The evident mastery of the subject matter by the speaker 

The MC was great 

The speaker Mark Howden, and content IPCC report 

Content mind blowing.   

The speaker and his graphics 

It provided an intelligible summary of a lot of material. 

Main speaker’s presentation was clear and engaging 

Access to world-class expertise 

Seeing a government rep and scientist up on stage together 

Clarity of presentation on a large and significant piece of work 

The timeliness and immediate presentation after the report was released. The speaker 

The clarity of the information presented - and the depth of the Q&A session. 

Prof Howden explained a complex topic in everyday language 

Interesting, succinct & well-delivered presentation plus very good facilitation 

Mark Howden's communication skills 

Clarity of the important issues 

A lucid exposition from an expert 

New Information 

Mark Howden; Moderator Jo Evans was also very good. 

Clarity and information presented concisely  

Content of the presentation 

Clarity of the speaker and his passion for the subject matter 

Topic and speaker 

Hearing about the findings from a significant participant.  



Presentation, clear on highlights. Howden's response to questions was remarkably good - well informed about the 

whole report and with clear and brief responses.  

Quality if the topics discussed and the speakers with very insightful dialogue and contributions from chairs/MC 

Hearing Mark share his vast knowledge of the research and findings. 

Very very topical, so much expertise in the presentation and in the audience 

Mark as a speaker was quite engaging, and he explained the graphs very well/quickly 

Information was clear and one could help but ‘feel’ the passion of the presenter who had a deep understanding of the 

problem our world is facing. 

Clear well-documented presentation 

Quality of the speaker and information 

Knowledge sharing 

Inspiring address by Professor Howden. Excellent visualisations of complex information. Very well managed Q&A 

Super important content and excellent facilitator 

Both presenters did a fantastic job! 

Good coverage of the topic and on-topic questions. 

The speaker's knowledge and passion. 

The talk in itself and a very engaged audience 

Quality of the presenter 

The information and the great questions and answers 

Timely discussion of recently published information  

Clarity of presentation and passionate speaker! 

The introduction by Ms. Jo really gave a good context of the subject. The epitome was Mark Howdens presentation, 

which was easy to understand and had relevant information scooped out of the massive report. 

 
Based on 83% of respondents answered this question   



Improvements 

Attendees provided comments on areas for improvement. In particular, the venue was mentioned the most 

particularly the lack of seating for some attendees and that the room was too warm. 

See some comments below: 

The venue, there was many participants who sit on the stairs. 

Have a better system in place for handing out microphones 

Better acoustics for questions 

Suggest shortening the question time and perhaps lengthening the presentation. It’s hard to get questions that are 

relevant to the whole audience, I got more out the presenter. 

Improved venue with at least some airflow. I do know that it was a last minute venue change though. 

Have more of such events 

Refreshments would be nice! 

Shorter question session, not so hot inside 

More specific information/ anecdotes about the implications for Australia 

Think about following up at one week intervals with 1) what's the current technology to deal with it, 2) where does the 

politics stand, and 3)  give a platform to citizens groups to speak to the people in the audience who want to help with 

grass roots (or other) movements/actions. 

Dumbed down slides 

Brochure about the topic. 

Beverages 

Better sound (multiple comments on this matter – others have been omitted for brevity) 

Better air conditioning (multiple comments on this matter – others have been omitted for brevity) 

A bigger room (multiple comments on this matter – others have been omitted for brevity) 

A larger, more easily accessible venue 

By recording/ podcasting them (a good job for students!) 

Federal government representative to try and justify the govt's response to the report 

Despite audience questioners having microphones it was impossible to decipher/hear a number of the questions- 

possibly speaker could give a brief overview of question as part of giving answer 

I would like to take this further with a session on policy pathways for implementation of the report’s findings: an 

exploration of how and who is in a position to advocate and /or establish policy and programs which respond to the 

findings. 

Would it be possible to make available a precis of the material or a video of the event on the web? 

The venue, the chairs have been really uncomfortable 

Make summary of info readily available after presentations where possible. 

In a couple of the technical aspects of the talk, I think some animations for the carbon budget size and the rate at which 

it is being used up would be fantastic. given the short period of time between the report being released and the 

presentation, such small improvements are really just nice to have, not essential. 

Refreshments if possible 

Include NGOs to join with academia and government 

Make them more often, inform the public 

Less repetition of the same questions in Q&A (e.g., about tipping points) 



 
Based on 65% of respondents answered this question  

Suggested Topics 

Respondents had the following requests for future topics or speakers: 

Low-carbon financing, including its opportunities and barriers for private sectors 

Transport, agriculture; grid options and opportunities 

Perhaps a closer look at expected impacts in the 2-4 deg C range. How extremes will change, in magnitude and 

frequency 

Snowy 2.0 

Climate politics and social/environmental movements 

I would like to hear some 'good news' stories about successful efforts around the world to transition to a low carbon 

economy - this would help us all to start envisioning the changes that need to be made, and can be made! 

A specific talk on climate adaptation. 

Implications for agriculture. Why we should care in this society we live in? Why is it important 

Restarting of geothermal energy research, taking stock of wave energy development 

Social science, psychology and change in climate 

A seminar ahead of the next UNFCCC COP in Poland covering key issues such as how the IPCC report is likely to be 

handled, with representation from the Australian delegation. 

Six monthly updates on some key indicators as well as an update on what is being done globally in areas such as coal 

usage and new technologies 

Adapting to climate change. 

Applications and case studies of negative carbon technologies 

Impacts of food/diet on environment.  

Carbon drawdown technologies and techniques 

Ecosystem-based adaptation 

Debate with federal government ministers and scientists 

In lead up to next federal election can the minister responsible for climate issues and opposition counterpart give a 

presentation on policies and progress on achieving Paris commitment 



Role and potential of gender in climate change action 

I would like the opportunity to also hear how the Australian government - and others - will take action to implement its 

findings. Perhaps we could also engage the ministers for energy and environment to speak in a follow-up session? But 

if the minister is unwilling, then perhaps we could convene a panel of policy experts (Crawford school?) alongside the 

science and other communities across ANU? 

Practical activities by ordinary people on how to alleviate climate change 

Electricity prices and climate change /emissions reduction - so people can be better informed on this topical issue 

Perhaps use the IPCC 1.5 report as a basis to integrate a suite of presentations exploring the SDGs in greater detail 

and the 4 pathways scenarios in depth 

Based on the IPCC special report, discuss the likely impacts for Australia 

Perspectives from the pacific, emissions reductions in agriculture, counting GHGs with different residence times 

Food security in light of climate change. 

Changing democracies so to better address climate change. The Centre of Deliberative Democracy at the University of 

Canberra is touching on such ideas and it may be useful to have a combined panel (CCI and CDD) on this topic 

John Dryzek 

Obviously a debrief on the Katowice COP, and similar events for the next 2 IPCC special reports. Maybe something on 

Australia impacts (e.g. on drought esp. if it persists and on GBR esp. if it's in trouble again this coming summer).   

More topics relating to measures that local business, utilities and government can implement to support the CCI and 

reducing emissions in the ACT 

The session last night demonstrated a strong thirst for information from subject matter experts. Organising more and 

publicising these more will be good. Tying more sessions to the IPCC WGs and the upcoming reports would be neat, to 

help people understand the development process of both the special reports and the 5-6 year ones. 

Perhaps more speakers on the costs of change/not changing 

Tipping points, new technologies, policy instruments 

Strengthen linkage between SDGs and climate change. 

Climate and water interface 

Taking Mark’s presentation another step and exploring how governments can reform policy to drive climate action. 

Practical climate change action at individual and household levels 

A philosopher's perspective on the big picture, e.g. John Broome, Simon Caney, etc 

Food. Agriculture. Warming consequences. What we can do as ethical consumers 

 



Additional comments 

Additional comments were mostly to say thanks for the great event. 

We would like to nominate Mark Howden for Australian of the year 

I am grateful for the depth of mental and emotional work that has gone into preparing this presentation. I knew a lot of 

the generalities and felt quite hopeless. I cried during the presentation, but at the same time gives me even more 

determination to push for changes required in the next 10-14 years.  And seeing Mark’s and attendees depth of 

response to the report findings was actually really heartening despite the content. “Never doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” Keep up the hard but 

important work! 

Please continue the excellent work you are already doing. The sell-out audience signals it is very much appreciated! 

Where are all the young people at these events? Greater effort needs to made to reach them - it's their future we are 

talking about. 

Thanks, well done 

I’m glad to attend the event and I hope if any event will be hold just tell me by email. 

Excellent presentation.  We are very lucky to live in Canberra and have such easy access to these events. Many thanks 

Start an ANU Climate Change Institute podcast 

Thank you very much 

Keep it up- public presentations a good initiative and appropriately timed 

Is there maybe a way of integrating science communication techniques in future events (where preparation time 

allows)? Explanations of graphs, for example, might be hard to follow for some people that do not work with them on a 

daily basis. 

Excellent work even if devastating news. Thank you. 

Thanks to all the people who made this great even possible. 

An exceptional presentation on a landmark report.  More please! 

Good job on the event. 

Howden alluded to loss of food production. It would be good to have more specifics. 

A great job last night, Mark and team 

Congratulations to Mark for his time and efforts. 

Thank you 

Huge kudos to Mark Howden for the work that went into the report and also this presentation. 

Mark did a great job balancing the need to stay apolitical but convey his concerns about our likely trajectory - respect. 

Keep up the good work, the ANU CCI is an excellent use of taxpayer’s money!  Only knowledge / information will save 

our planet. 

Mark was very clear and handled the questions well. 

Thanks, I had a great evening! 

Thanks for this event. 

Great learning opportunity. Thank you 



 
  



The ANU Climate Change Institute (CCI) is seeking your feedback on this event. 

We’d like to learn from you so that we can improve the value of future events for 

attendees. 

By voluntarily completing this evaluation, you provide your informed consent to participate: I have 

read and understood the Information Sheet you have given me about the research project, and I 

have had any questions and concerns about the project addressed to my satisfaction. 

Please complete the questions below and select submit when done. 

Thank you for participating in today’s event, and for taking the time to complete this evaluation. We 

really appreciate you sharing your perspectives with us. If you have any questions about this or 

future events, please email climate@anu.edu.au

1. How would you rate this event? 

 
 

2. How satisfied were you with each of the following: 
 

Very satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied 

Quality of Topic/Content                                                                                                                                                             

 

Discussion/Q&A session                                                                                                                                                             

Venue                                                                                                                                                                          

 
Please comment about your ratings. 

 

3. What sector are you from? (Please tick the sector which best represents you at this event.) 

   Government 

   Business 

   Academia / research 

   Student 

   NGO 

   Community 

   Other (please specify) 
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4. Approximately how many CCI events have you attended prior to this one? 

   This is my first CCI event 

   2-5 

   6-10 

   10-20 

   >20 

5. What were the best features of the event? 

 

6. In what ways could this event be improved? 

 

 

7. Will you discuss what you’ve learnt from the event with others? 

   Yes 

   No
 

   Maybe 

8. Will you do anything differently as a result of attending this event? 

   Yes 

   No 

If yes, why? 

 

9. Do you have any suggestions for topics, themes, or speakers you would like 

included in future ANU Climate Change Institute events? 

 

10. Please provide any additional comments here. 
 

 

 


