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Dear reader

Over the last couple of weeks, three reports have been released discussing
Australian and global responses to climate change.   

The 2018 Emissions Gap Report by UN Environment listed Australia as one of
the countries that is unlikely to meet its Paris greenhouse gas commitments
with its current climate policies.   The report projects that by 2030 Australia will
have the third worst greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions per capita in the G20
(after Saudi Arabia and Russia).  It also highlights the need for all governments
to move faster and with greater urgency to achieve their Paris Agreement
emission-reduction targets so as to limit dangerous warming.

Further to this, the Global Carbon Project calculates that fossil carbon dioxide
emissions are likely to increase by 2.7% in 2018. The latest Australian GHG
emissions report also showed our emissions increasing by 1.3% over the
previous quarter.
  
The 2018 report of the Lancet Countdown tracks progress on health and
climate change and found concerning trends in heatwaves, infectious diseases
and food security.   The report sets out the impacts of global warming on health
in stark terms, highlighting that the consequences are being felt today.  

Last week at ANU we hosted the Prime Minister of Tuvalu, Rt Hon Enele
Sosene Sopoaga, at a public lecture on Climate Change in the Pacific and he
spoke movingly and with grace about how climate change is affecting people in
the Pacific.    If you missed him, you can watch a video of the event here.  

It's in this context that the countries of the world are meeting for the next round
of UN climate negotiations, COP24 in Katowice, Poland.  The conference aims
to set the rules for implementing the Paris Climate Agreement, so it's a
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particularly important COP.   Three ANU researchers are currently attending the
talks.  They will be speaking at our public lecture explaining the implications of
the COP conference, together with Australian government climate negotiator,
Kushla Munro, on 19 December - we hope to see you there.

And looking forwards to 2019, we're delighted to be hosting ANU Climate
Update on 7th February in Canberra and on 21st February in Sydney.  We're
also hosting an exhibition of artworks focused on climate change, Gaia
Hypothesis, curated by Climate Change Institute artist, Ngaio Fitzpatrick at the
Belconnen Community Art Centre from 8 February -17 March. 

In the meantime, thank you for your engagement with climate and energy
issues in 2018, and we wish you a very happy Christmas, New Year and
holidays. 

Regards,

Professor Mark Howden
Director, ANU Climate Change Institute

Events

Explaining the Katowice Climate
Change Conference

Wed 19 Dec, 6-7.30pm

Read more

 

ANU Climate Update
Thurs 7 Feb, 2.15-6.45pm

Read more

 

News

Australia not on track to hit Paris
emissions goals, as UN warns
global efforts must increase 

Commentary by Prof Mark Howden, ABC, 28 Nov

Read more

ANU experts discuss their
expectations of COP24 talks 

Various ANU experts, 29 Nov 2018

Read more

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/explaining-the-katowice-climate-change-conference-tickets-52511032913
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http://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/art-exhibition-gaia-hypothesis
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Gaia Hypothesis
Friday 8 Feb - Sun 17 March

Read more

News

Turning a passion into a career
Master of Climate Change student, Caitlin Sears,

discusses how the degree helped her get her

dream job

Read more

Responding to climate change
good for our health

Featuring Lancet Countdown 2018 Report on

Health and Climate Change, co-authored by Dr

Liz Hanna & Prof Helen Berry, Irish Times, 6 Dec

Read more

Getting to the heart of coal seam

Labor's policy can smooth the
energy transition but much more

will be needed to tackle emissions
Prof Frank Jotzo, The Conversation, 26 Nov

Read more

Australia can't run away from a
carbon price anymore

Prof Warwick McKibben, Policy Forum / AFR, 4

Dec

Read more

Renewable energy boom leaves
power infrastructure struggling

Prof Ken Baldwin, ABC, 22 Nov

Read more

 

Don't feed the fossil fuel elephant

http://climate.anu.edu.au/news-events/art-exhibition-gaia-hypothesis
http://climate.anu.edu.au/education/highlights/turning-passion-career
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https://theconversation.com/labors-policy-can-smooth-the-energy-transition-but-much-more-will-be-needed-to-tackle-emissions-107565
https://www.policyforum.net/australia-cant-run-away-from-a-carbon-price-any-longer/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-22/lack-of-planning-threatens-renewable-future-expert-warns/10511696


gas protests - it's not just the
technical risks

Dr Hedda Ranson-Cooper, The Conversation, 4

Dec 2018

Read more

Prof Penny Sackett and Emeritus Prof Will

Steffen, Policy Forum, 7 Dec 2018

Read more

Education
Master of Climate Change:  Enrolments open for Semester 1, 2019
Master of Energy Change:  Domestic enrolments open for Semester 1, 2019
Short evening course -  The climate change debate:  Truth, lies and misconceptions
PhD scholarship in Materials and New Technologies for Battery Storage. Deadline 31 Dec 2018

Other events
Watch video of the PM of Tuvalu at Climate Change in the Pacific: hopes for the upcoming climate
negotiations
Download presentations and listen to podcasts of Energy Update and Solar Oration
Watch video of Prof Mark Howden's presentation on IPCC special report on Global Warming of 1.5C
Download presentation by Dr John Ingram on Enhancing Food Systems Resilience

Other news
China's 'artificial sun' reaches 100 million degrees Celsius marking milestone for nuclear fusion
Who pays the bill?   How gender effects energy choices, featuring Edwina Fingleton-Smith, ANU Reporter
Cities are sinking - and experts say we're not doing enough to save them, ABC News
The role of framing and message-tailoring in communicating climate change, The Climate
Communications Project
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