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Impacts: more negative and less positive over time 

Porter et al. 2014



Porter et al. 2014

Yield variability likely to increase



Multiple hazards from climate change

Mora et al. 2018



Increasing number of people affected

Mora et al. 2018
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Climate adaptation strategies more critical

• Climate change impacts will vary across different places and 
times: highly variable and contextual
‒ likely differential impacts between genders

• Change will generate adaptation responses which are also 
likely to be gendered including via local/contextual 
adaptation knowledge

• Addressing gender in climate adaptation is critical as 
women make up 40% of the agricultural labour force in low-
income countries, and are largely responsible for household 
food security



• Adaptation: ‘Changing what we do to get 
what we want’

• Highly contextual - values
• Huge diversity of options
− diversification
− tactical and strategic
− incremental to transformational
− institutional, regional, value chain etc

• All involve costs, require some change in 
knowledge as well as action

• Always in anticipation of net benefits
• If possible, addressing emission-reduction 

How do we adapt well ?



Gender, climate and rural suicide
• Climate stress and extremes are linked 

to higher levels of psychological 
distress  and suicide rates
‒ the increase is higher in developing 

countries
• Rural suicide rates are linked to 

drought stress
‒ variation by gender and by age (mid-

aged males worst off)
• Acknowledging and adapting to climate 

change reduces stress

Hanigan et al. 2012, Burke et al. 2018, Ding et al. 2016, Fleming et al. 2012

• Rural support services: gendered and climate-aware



Gendered barriers to adaptation 
• Inadequate information on climate and climate change impacts 

and on the risks and benefits of adaptation options
‒ often not included in communications networks and their 

access preferences not addressed
• Extension services geared to ‘male’ farming activities and 

demonstrations biased towards male participation
• Lack of representation on institutional and decision-making 

bodies
• Financial constraints including access to credit
• Lack of access to fertile land and other natural resources
• Adaptations often increase labour loads for women

Jost et al. 2016, Djoudi and Brockhaus 2011, Chaudhury et al. 2012



Every half a degree matters
Every year matters
Every choice matters
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